HISTORY

Adilabad district, prior to 1905, was a
sub-district by name Sirpur-Tandur and extended
over an area of 5,029 square m'les It then con-
sisted of only three taluks, viz , Edlabad (Adilabad),
Rajura and Sirpur besides a few Jagir villages
In 1905 the erstwhile Hyderabad Government
effected a general reconstitution of the divisions
and districts m Hyderabad State during which
Sirpur-Tandur sub-district gained two taluks, viz ,
Narsapur and Nirmal from Nizamabad (Indur)
district and two taluks, vjz , Chmnur and Lakshetti-
pet from Kanmnagar (EJgandal) district and the
sub-district was upgraded into an independent
district known as Adilabad district The northern
portions of Narsapur and Nirmal taluks and a part
of Edlabad (Adilabad) taluk were clubbed and
constituted into a new taluk called Kinwat The
remaining portion of Narsapur was merged with
Nirmal taluk In between Sirpur and Lakshettipct
taluks a new taluk by name Jangaon was
created by grouping together villages from
both the taluks This taluk was later renamed
as Asifabad taluk A new Paigah taluk of Yelgadap
was also constituted then During the following
decade of 1911-1921, the taluks were again reorga-
nised so as to allow the formation of the new taluks
ofUtnur andBoath During the decade 1941-51
Yelgadap-Paigah taluk was renamed as Khanapur
Independent Sub-Taluk

In November, 1956, when the Reorganisation of
States was made and Andhra Pradesh was formed,
a major portion of this district along with the
other eight districts of Telangana became part of
Andhra Pradesh The predominantly Marathi
speaking taluks of Rajura and Kmwat and Islapur
, circle of Boath taluk were transferred to Maha-
rashtra State while this district gained Mudhol
taluk except Dharmabad circle i e, Mudhol,
Kuber and Bhairsa circles from Nanded district
These three circles were constituted into Mudhol
taluk The district did not undergo any major
territorial change in its jurisdiction after November,
1956 Very little is known about the early history
of Adilabad district before it became part of
Hyderabad State. A brief early history of Deccan
of which Adilabad district formed part is, however,
given below

Early Hindu Period
In pre-histonc times, the great Dravidian race
occupied Southern India including a major portion
of the Deccan plateau It is uncertain when the
Aryans invaded the Deccan The empire of Asoka
(273-231 B C), however, seeins to have had
control over the whole of Berar and a considerable
portion of the Deccan plateau The Andhras were
the next kings who ruled the Deccan. They are
mentioned in the Asokan inscriptions but their rise
to power dates from about 220 B C. Gradually
extending their sway from Krishna delta, they soon
possessed an empire reaching to Nasik This
dynasty seems to have come to an end m the third
century A D , but the reasons for the collapse are
little known The Pallavas who ruled South of
Krishna might have extended their power to this
region The next dynasty of importance is that of
the Chalukyas who rose to power in Byapur district
by about 550 A D and founded an empire spread-
ing east and west across the Peninsula with their
capital at Badami Pulakesm II (608-42 AD),
ruled practically the major portion of south India
from the Narmada river and even came into
contact with Harshavardhana of Kanuj. Through-
out their period of supremacy the Chilukyas were
at war with the Pallavas In the middle of the
eighth century, the Chalukyas were displaced by the
Rashtrakutas of Mulkhed in Gulbarga district
About 973 A D., the Chalukyan dynasty was
restored and for nearly 200 years maintained its
position, in spite of fierce struggles w th the Cholas
and Hoyasalas of Dwarasamudra The Chalukya
power fell by about 1189 A D, yielding place to
the Hoyasalas and Yadavas, the later of whom
established themselves at Devagin. The Yadavas
were the last great Hindu rulers of the Deccan, for
Vijayanagar kingdom which was founded half a
century later after the advent of theMuhammadans,
never acquired much sway in the Deccan proper.
Muhammadan Period
Alla-ud-Din Kihlji led the first Muhammadan
expedition into the Deccan in 1294 against the
Yadava ruler of Devagin and coerced him into
submission. In 1296 he assassinated his own uncle
and seized the throne, and sent an expedition to
Devagin His first expedition was dispatched in